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ever of these subjects is peculiar to the law of insurance might 
easily have been treated in a third the number of pages. These 
subjects are followed by a chapter on "Insurable Interest," a 
subject particularly to be looked for in a book on insurance, 
which covers only seventeen pages. 

In the rush to get law books on a comparatively recently 
developed subject on the market before others, it is perhaps no 
wonder that those qualities in a work which take much time 
and thought are so often lacking nowadays. While Mr. Kerr 
has given us a book which will doubtless serve to a good many 
practitioners as a convenient digest of the cases in insurance, we 
cannot help wishing he had made it something more. 

H. W. L. 



A Text-Book of Legal Medicine and Toxicology. Edited 
by Frederick: Peterson, M. D., Chief of Clinic, Nervous 
Department of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York; and Walter S. Haines, M. D., Professor of Chem- 
istry, Pharmacy, and Toxicology, Rush Medical College, in 
affiliation with the University of Chicago. Two volumes. 
Vol. I. Pp. 730. Philadelphia, New York, London : W. B. 
Saunders & Co. 1903. 

This treatise has been divided into two portions, the first part 
of which is devoted to Legal Medicine and the second part to 
Toxicology. It is with the first part that we have to deal, the 
second not having appeared as yet. 

The authors state that, "the object of the present work is to 
give to the medical and legal professions a fairly comprehensive 
survey of forensic medicine and toxicology in moderate com- 
pass," and that these two volumes should take an intermediate 
place between the manuals of limited size on the one hand and 
those systems of legal medicine of almost encyclopedic dimen- 
sions on the other. 

The work contains an introduction giving advice to medical 
experts, and to attorneys as to the best methods of obtaining 
the desired information from witnesses. This portion of the 
book, which is entitled "Expert Evidence," should be of con- 
siderable value to those of the medical profession who are called 
to the witness stand as experts, in that sound advice is given as 
to how the expert should conduct himself while giving evidence 
so as to make the best impression on the jury. It would, how- 
ever, have done no harm if the editors had seen fit to give a 
general knowledge to the reader of the relevancy of expert evi- 
dence, so that the doctor might know something of what the 
limits placed on his evidence are, and how far it is his duty to 
answer questions which may be put to him. For it is a well- 
known fact that the average expert is liable every now and then, 
particularly if angered, to give a lot of evidence which is abso- 
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lutely irrelevant, and which not infrequently leaves a bad 
impression on the jury. 

The book besides containing a discussion of the usual topics 
found in treatises on this subject has a chapter on "The Destruc- 
tion and Attempted Destruction of the Human Body by Fire 
and Chemicals." Prom a legal point of view there can be no 
doubt but that this is one of the most important and interesting 
chapters in the whole book. The length of time and the quan- 
tity of fuel necessary to the destruction of the human body is 
thoroughly discussed. 

In regard to the rest of the book very little can be said, as it 
was evidently written for the benefit of the medical man and 
not for the lawyer. It may be of use to the doctor, of this we 
cannot speak authoritatively, but we feel justified in asserting 
that so far as the lawyer is concerned he will derive no benefit 
whatever from this work from the legal point of view. It is a 
treatise on legal medicine, not a treatise on medical law. 

W. F. N. 



Collier on Bankruptcy. The Law and Practice in Bank- 
ruptcy UNDER THE NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY ACT OF 1898 AS 

Amended by the Act of February 5, 1903. By William 
H. Hotchkiss, Referee in Bankruptcy at Buffalo, N. Y., and 
Lecturer on the Law of Bankruptcy in the Buffalo Law 
School. Fourth edition. Pp. xiii+984. Albany, K Y. : 
Matthew Bender. 1903. 

This edition of the author's comprehensive treatise, as its 
title indicates, brings the subject down to date, and owing to the 
additions and changes, the result is practically a new work of 
such completeness as to render it a valuable publication to a 
practitioner who is perhaps unfamiliar with the subject. 

Some of the novel features are as follows : The cases referred 
to are cited in footnotes and not in the body of the text; the 
citations are largely to precedents under the present law although 
those thought valuable under previous laws are included; a 
system of short indices called Synopses of Sections has been 
added at the head of each section, by means of which the inves- 
tigator may speedily reach the paragraph for which he is in 
quest; much more space has been given to practice than in 
former editions; a lengthy list of Supplementary Forms based 
on the experience of a referee in bankruptcy has been added. 

Inasmuch as bankruptcy is statutory in origin and develop- 
ment and the enactments of Congress so irregular, a work of 
thiB nature is peculiarly valuable to both student and practi- 
tioner, comprising, as it does, all necessary information on the 
subject. Former editions of this work have in the past been 
commented upon in these columns, so that further remarks are 
unnecessary. W. H. M. 



